Date of Meeting:  January 3, 2008

Suburban Community Plans

Board of Supervisors Business Meeting

Meeting Date:  January 3, 2008


BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

ACTION ITEM

#6
SUBJECT: Suburban Community Plans 
ELECTION DISTRICTS: Broad Run, Dulles, Potomac, Sterling, Sugarland Run 
CRITICAL ACTION DATE: At the Board’s Discretion
RECOMMENDATIONS:

Staff:  Staff recommends the Board forward this topic to the Transportation/Land Use Committee to discuss various options for developing Community Plans to include work plans, resource needs, and a clearly defined process for public participation.  
______________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND:

The development and preparation of Community Plans for the Suburban Policy Area is a key implementation element of the 2001 Revised General Plan.  As one of the first orders of business for the new Board, Chairman York has requested that the intent to pursue such initiative(s) be introduced.

The Suburban Policy Area in the easternmost portion of the County is where most of the residential and commercial growth has occurred over the past twenty years. The area covers approximately 60,000 acres, including the Washington Dulles International Airport property.  This area has been developing under area plans for Eastern Loudoun, Dulles North, Dulles South, Cub Run, the Toll Road and the 2001 Revised General Plan (the Plan).
The Plan anticipates that there will be four distinct communities within the Suburban Policy Area, separated from one another by associated Green Infrastructure components and major roads. The four communities were determined through extensive citizen involvement as part of the Plan development. 

The Plan introduces the concept of Community Plans that will guide the remaining build-out of Ashburn, Dulles, Potomac, and Sterling (Attachment 1, Suburban Community Boundaries Map).  The four communities’ boundaries are as follows:

•
The Ashburn Community stretches from the Potomac River north of Lansdowne and south of the Broad Run watershed boundary near Red Hill Road, and to the west extends along the Goose Creek and Beaverdam Reservoir.

•
The Dulles Community is bounded on the north by the Broad Run watershed boundary, on the south by Braddock Road, on the east by the Fairfax County line, and on the west by the relocated Route 659.

•
The Potomac Community includes the area north of Route 7 to the Potomac River between the Fairfax County line and the Broad Run.

•
The Sterling Community includes the area from the Washington Dulles International Airport north to Route 7 between the Fairfax County line and the Broad Run.

The Plan establishes the development of the four Community Plans as a priority and specifies that the County work with residents and business leaders to develop individual, detailed Plans that address particular needs and that will guide the build-out of each of these communities during the next twenty years.  Different detailed planning approaches will be required because of the differences in the development of the four communities. For example, revitalization may be emphasized in the Sterling and Potomac Communities, while the Ashburn and Dulles communities continue to develop through new projects.
The planning process as part of the development of Community Plans can identify and make recommendations unique to each community.  Examples of the types of information that can be identified though the Community Plan process include: land use conflicts; potential reinvestment and revitalization areas/projects; opportunities for business development; road alignment and safety improvements; detailed location and design of certain public facilities; opportunities for pedestrian connectivity and open space development; and, creation of community advocacy networks.  
OPTIONS FOR PLANS DEVELOPMENT
There are a variety of options or approaches that the Board could consider for developing Community Plans.  Within any or all approaches, public participation will be essential to ensuring a community-based product.   At a minimum, the Community Plan development process should be structured to engage both community leaders and the general public early, perhaps relying on local citizen committees that can provide a base of information for the County and to act as community liaisons for residents concerns.  Staff recommends the Board discuss the various options for developing Community Plans to help identify and provide direction on plan development, research and resource needs, public outreach, and the review process and schedule to be followed.  
SUGGESTED MOTIONS

1. I move that the Board of Supervisors forward the discussion of development of Suburban Community Plans to the Transportation/Land Use Committee to include consideration of work plans, resource needs, and a public outreach process.

OR

2. I move an alternate motion.

ATTACHMENT:

1.
Suburban Community Boundaries Map
STAFF CONTACT:
Linda Neri, Deputy County Administrator

Julie Pastor, Director of Planning

