Date of Meeting:  January 3, 2008
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

ACTION ITEM

Board Member Initiative
# 10
SUBJECT: Resolution to support the Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership
ELECTION DISTRICT: Countywide
CRITICAL ACTION DATE: None
RECOMMENDATIONS: Chairman Scott York recommends that this Resolution be passed.
BACKGROUND: The Journey Through Hallowed Ground (JTHG) Partnership was created through a public-private partnership among representative organizations in four states and works to increase the awareness of the vast richness of our heritage. This route, that began as an Indian trail used by Susquehannock and Iroquois tribes stretches from Gettysburg, VA to Monticello in Albemarle County and follows US Route 15 and Virginia State Route 231. The US Department of the Interior has sited 23 locations within Loudoun as Distinguished American Sites and listed them in the National Register of Historic Places. 
On February 7, 2006 the Board of Supervisors voted 7-1-1 to include the undesignated three-mile portion of US Route 15 from US Rt. 50 to the Prince William County line not included into the State Scenic Byway System. 
To date, each of the other 14 counties within the JTHG Region have passed resolutions to work collaboratively to create educational and heritage tourism programs to showcase the region. There have been over 200 community briefings with a poll finding 85% support for the initiative. Over 75 Resolutions of Support have been passed in public forums in four states.

 The United States House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed H.R. 1483 on October 23rd, 2007, Celebrating America’s Heritage Act, which approved the creation of The Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area culminating a successful national campaign to officially win this designation. 
ISSUES: This resolution will acknowledge the intrinsic importance of the Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership and ask that Loudoun County become a partner and actively support the Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area designation and the National Scenic Byway designation of Route 15. In so doing the Chairman will be designated to serve on the JTHG Leadership Council with his peers from each of the other 14 counties within the JTHG Partnership. This Council is actively engaged in the determination of how the educational and heritage tourism programs which benefit from federal matching funds, are allocated among the partners.
DRAFT MOTION(S): I move that the Board of Supervisors adopt the Resolution of Support for Journey Through Hallowed Ground and that the Board of Supervisors also moves that Loudoun County becomes a full partner with the other counties, cities and towns along the corridor actively support the Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area.

.
ATTACHMENTS: Resolution of Support for The Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership 
STAFF CONTACT: Keith Nusbaum, Assistant to Chairman Scott York
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF LOUDOUN
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Resolution of Support

The Journey Through Hallowed Ground 

WHEREAS, The Journey Through Hallowed Ground™ was created through a public-private partnership among elected bodies and representative organizations from Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia and Virginia to create a Partnership dedicated to raising awareness of the unparallel heritage within the corridor which generally follows Route 15 corridor from Gettysburg, PA to Monticello, VA: and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Interior has sited 23 locations within Loudoun County, falling along the Journey Through Hallowed Ground, as distinguished American heritage sites and so listed these locations on the National Register of Historic Places; and

WHEREAS, The Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership is working to increase the awareness of this vast heritage with educational programs, heritage tourism programs, regional and national awareness efforts to increase civic engagement in and the economic benefits of the multiple Main Street communities, agrarian industries, heritage destinations, and tourism organizations along the corridor; and
WHEREAS, There have been over 200 community briefings with a poll finding 85% support for the initiative. Over 75 Resolutions of Support have been passed in public forums in four states. 

WHEREAS, The United States House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed H.R. 1483. ‘Celebrating America’s Heritage Act’ which approves the creation of The Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area on October 23rd, 2007 culminating a successful campaign to officially win this designation. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors commends the Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership and recognizes this historic corridor as a gateway to some of the most important locations in both American and Virginia history, encompassing centuries of historic sites in scenic settings; and, 

be it further resolved, that the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors wishes to become a partner of the JTHG Partnership and actively support the Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area.

_________________________________


Scott K. York, Chairman

